
                                                                                           HISTORY Scheme of Work 2023 to 2024: YEAR 8                 The World at War 

 

AUTUMN TERM 1:  SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER AUTUMN TERM 2: OCTOBER - DECEMBER WINTER TERM 1: JANUARY - FEBRUARY  

The First World War The Rise of Hitler The Second World War 
AO: To explore the causes, events and consequences of the 
First World War  
Pupils will explore how the First World War was caused, the 
events of the war and why this made it so significant, and the 
consequences of the war, especially how it led to the Second 
World War  
Topics: 

• Long- and short-term causes of the First World War 

• The Schlieffen Plan  

• How the war was fought – trench conditions and 
weapons 

• Major battles of the war 

• Life in England during the war 

• The Christmas Truce 

• Armistice and the Treaty of Versailles 

AO: To understand how Hitler rose to power 
Pupils will examine Hitler’s early life and how he went from 
an unknown soldier in the First World War, winning medals 
for bravery, to one of the world’s most evil men.  
Topics: 

• Hitler’s early life  

• Problems of the Weimar Republic 

• Hitler becomes Chancellor 

• Reichstag Fire 

• Night of the Long Knives 

• Death of Hindenburg and Hitler becoming Fuhrer 

• Terror state and propaganda 

• Hitler’s attitude to women and children 

AO: To explore the causes, events and consequences of the 
Second World War  
Pupils will explore how the Second World War was caused, 
the events of the war, how they were different to the First 
World War and why this made it so significant, and the 
consequences of the war. 
Topics: 

• Causes 

• Dunkirk 

• The Blitz and evacuation 

• Home Front 

• Key Battles 

• Atomic bomb 

WINTER TERM 2: FEBRUARY - MARCH SPRING TERM 1: APRIL - MAY SPRING TERM 2: JUNE - JULY 

The Holocaust Local History Knowledge Consolidation 
AO: To examine the Holocaust 
Pupils will examine the events of the Holocaust and address 
any misconceptions about the Holocaust such as it was just 
Jewish people that were persecuted 
Topics: 

• History of Anti Semitism  

• Life before 1933 for Jewish people in Germany 

• Growing persecution – Kristallnacht, ghettos 

• Kindertransport 

• The Final Solution 

• Jewish resistance 

• Liberation of camps 

AO: To examine the history of our local area  
Pupils will explore the area of Liverpool and its history, 
helping them understand their community.  
Topics: 

• Origins 

• Slave Trade 

• Football History 

• Pals Battalions during the First World War 

• Liverpool during the Blitz 

• Liverpool’s impact on popular culture 

AO: To consolidate our knowledge from this academic year 

Pupils will use different revision techniques to consolidate 

their knowledge from the year. This will give them a chance 

to highlight any misconceptions they may have and trial 

different forms of revision in preparation for future 

assessments.  

Topics: 

• Cornell Method of Notetaking 

• Mind maps 

• Posters  

• Timelines 

• Presentations 

 


